"The credit of the United
States is impeccable and will
remain so. The budget deficit
obviously is a problem, but it
is more macroeconomic, af
fecting our trade deficit more
than our creditworthiness.
The framers probably didn't .
envision such large deficits.
But they did leave us flexibili
ty by allowing us to go into
debt. The difference today is
that OU" moral resistance to
deficits has broken down
since World War II. Running
deficits has become fashionable and perceived as
necessary; that attitude is quite incorrect."
-.Jarnea Miler, director of the Office
of Management and Budget

"It is totaHy a violation ot my constitutional rights.
But even more important, if you look closely at what
the Constitution says, it's not really concerned about
the particular person that puts forth the innovation;
their true concern is to all the inhabitants of the nation
... They [court and paterrt officials] have tried to write

amtinaed from pqe IS
bill, it shaD be stD1, Ulgetber with the <qeaions. to the
other House, by wbidl· it shall likewise be reconsiaercd.
aod if appRMd by two-lhirds f!Jf that Hause, it shall be
come a law. But in all such cases the votes of both Houses
shall be dctmnined by )as and nays, and the names of
the peisons voting for and against the bill shall be entered
an the journal of each Rouse respeaively. Jf any biD sha1l
not be returned by the President within ten days [Sundays
c:xa:pted) after it shall have been presented ro him, the
same shall be a law, in like manner as if be bad signed it,
unless tbe � by lheir adjomnmeut prevent its re
turn, in which case it shall not be a law.

"I was surprised at the at
tempt to deport me. And I
was particularly surprised
when they used classified
material against me so that I
was not able to defend
myself. This seemed to me a
clear violation not only of
constitutional rights but of
basic human rights. .. The
threat of deportation arose
because of a particular piece ,
11
of legislation called the McCarran-Walter Act It says
that people can be kept out of the U.S. for what they
think. The term they usually use is you're an ·undesir
able alien.' It's got nothing to do with any criminal
action; it's a punishment for your political ideas."
-Oerm 8Rllus. chairman of the Unlver.;ity of
Pittsburgh's Department of Black Commu,,ity
EducallOO, Research and OeYeloprnent. In 1981 tne
!mm,gration and Naturaizatiori Semal began
attempts to deport Btu1us. a vocal apattt,eid critic
oroered·out of .Sc)u1tl Africa in 1966 and an English
professor at N<>rtllWeS18m Univefsily since 1971. He
was granted political asylum by a federal immigration

3. Every order, resolution, or vote to which the con
cuncnc:e of the Senate and � of' RepresentatMs may
be � (� on a question of adjournment] shall
be presented to the President of the United St.ates; and
before the same shall take effect. shall be approved by him,
o r being disapproved by him. shall be repassed by two
thirds of the Senate and House of� aa:ord
ing to the rules and limitations. prescribed in the case of a
bill.

Section 8

The � shall have power
I. To lay and c:ollect taxes, duties, imposts and excises,
to pay the debts and provide for the common defense and
general welfare of the United States; but all duties, imposts
and excises shall be unifonn throughout the United States;
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judge in Chicago in 1983.

2. To bonow money on the credit of the United States:
Article Ill of the Constitution creates the federal judi
ciary power. But this clause of Article I grants Con
gress authority to establish certain courts not covered
by Article Ill, e.g., the United States Tax Court and the
U.S. Court of Military Appeals.

3. To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and
among the several States, and with. the Indian tribes;
4. To establish a unifonn rule of naturalization, and
unifonri laws on the subject of bankruptcies throughout
the United States; ___________

5. To coin money, regulate the value thereof. and of
foreign coin, aod fix the standard of weights aod measures;
6. To provide for tbe punisbmcnt of countelfeiting the
securities aod cum:nt coin of the United States;
7. To establish post-offices and post-roads;

a documentary as to how not to stimulate people. If
you kiN creativity, then an the people wil Stiffer.�
-JoNph NewmM. the Lucedale. Miss.• inventor
who has been stymied in his attempts to secure
patent protet1ion for his controversial energy
machine. which he says will change the wor1d by
converting mass to energy at near 1 ()().percent
efficiency

Piracy is the violent seizure of property outside the
normal jurisdiction of any state. It is illegal under the
law of nations, but there's a hitch. International law
recognizes as piracy only -acts whose ends are pri
vate, rather than political.. The 20th Cenuy phenome
non of hijacking airplanes is largely political in intent,
and thus a consensus among nations to punish it has
been difficult to obtain. Nevertheless. Congress, hav
ing the power to "define" as weH as "punish" piracies,
passed a 1961 law against "air piracy." making it
punishable by from 20 years' imprisonment to death.
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The framers had an ingrained fear of standing ar
mies and tyrants who might misuse them. The fear
was based on the example of British monarchs who
often had abused their powers in this area, to the
detriment of the liberties of their own people. The
Constitutional Convention reasoned that if the military
had to come back to the people every two years for
money, it couldn't get out of hand. Even thoUgh today
we do have a standing army, the two-year limit on
appropriations survives; the courts have modified it to
allow long-term weapons and research expenditures.
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8. To promote the progrm of science and useful ans,
by securing for limited times ro author.; aod inventors the
exclusive right to their respective
and discoveries;
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9. To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court;

l 0. To define and punish piracies and felonies com,
mined on the high seas, and offenses against the law of

11. To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal,
and make rules oonceming captures on land and water;
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12. To raise and support annies, but no appr0pt:iation
of money to that use shall be for a longer term than two
year.;;
13. To pro"ide and maintain a navy;

14. To make rules for the government and regulation of
the land and naval forces;
15. To provide for calling forth tbe militia to execute the
laws of the Union, suppress insurrections and repel in
vasions;
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Although court cases after the Civil War established
that the president, prior to a formal declaration of war
from Congress, may respond with force to a hostile
act against the nation, a dispute has long raged over
wtietJ'te( this presidential power extends ·to committing
troops abroad without specific congressional authori-'
zation. The Supreme Court has steadfastly refused to
settle the issue. In the Vietnam era the White House
used the 1964 Gulf ot Tonkin Resolution, passed by
Congress in response to a reported North Vietnamese
attack on two U.S. ships, as its authority to send
hundreds of thousands of troops to Indochina, though
the resolution was not a declaration of war and only
authorized the President to take "all necessary meas
ures to repel attacks ...."

Before there were police, the state militia was seen
as a tool to enforce laws and put down rebellions.
16. To provide for orpmzing, arming, and disciplining
The militia, or citizen army. was an alternative to a
the militia, and for governing such patt of tbem as may be
standing professional army. All males between ages
employed in the SCMCe of the United Stares, reserving to
16 and 50 were required to serve, and although the
the Sr.ates respectively, the appc)intment of the officcf$. and
militia could be called up by federal authorities, its
the authority of training the militia according to the discicommanding officers all came from the states, another
pline prescribed by Congress; ________-t safeguard against the use of the militia against the
people by a despot. Militias were very important iil the
17. To exercise exclusive leplation in all c.es whatso
pre-draft era. Most of the troops used in the Civil War
ever, over such district [not exceeding ten miles square) as
were militia, for example. The militia was brought
may, by ces.gon of particular States, and the acceptance of
under uniform national control in 1916 and was sub
Congress, become the scat oftbe Government of the Unit
sumed under the National Guard.
ed States, and to exercise like authority over all places
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