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IN CONGRESS JuLy 4. 1776.

e I 0S Decaraiion 16 s e Sfafes of Yrerica.,

W b e n in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which bave connected them
with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station fo which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect
to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. We bold these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure
these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the comsent of the governed. That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive
of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish il, and to institute mew Government, laying its foundation on such principles and orgamizing ils powers
in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should mot be
changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience bath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right them-
selves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing imvariable the same Object, evinces a design to
seduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, fo throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security. Such bas been
the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is mow the mecessity which comstrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the present
King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all baving im direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these Siates. To prove
this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world. He bas refused bis Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and mecessary for public good. He has forbidden bis
Governors fo pass laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation 4ill bis Assent should be obtaimed; and when so suspended, be bas
utterly neglected io attend to them. He bas refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of lasge districts of people, unless those people would relinquish
the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right imestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only. He bas called together legislative bodies at places u=-
usual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with bis measures. He has
dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly. for opposing with manly firmaess bis invasions om the rights of the people. He bas refused for a long time, after
such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected: whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annibilation, bave seturned to the People at large for their exercise; the
State remaining in the meantime exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within. He bas endeavoured to prevent the population
of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations bither, and raising the con-
ditions of new Appropriations of Lands. He bas obstrucied the Administration of Justice, by refusing bis Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers.
He bas made Judges dependent on bis Will alone, for the temure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries. He bas erected a multitude of New
Offices, and sent bither swarms of Officers to barass our people, and eat out their subsiance. He bas kept among us in times of peace, Standing Armies withou!
the Consent of our legislatures. He bas affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power. He bas combined with others to
subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our comstitulion, and unackmowledged by our laws; giving bis Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation: For quartering large
bodies of armed troops among us: For protecting them. by a mock Trial, from punisbment for amy Murders which they should commit on the Imbabitants of these States:
For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: For imposing Taxes om us without our Consent: For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:
For transporting us beyond Seas to be fried for pretemded offences: For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an
Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render ii at once as example and fit insirument for introducing the same absolute rule into these Colomies:
For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments: For suspending our own Legislatures and
declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. He bas abdicated Government bere, by declaring us out of His Protection and
waging War against us. He bas plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our touwns, and destroyed the lives of onr people. He is ai this time trans-
porting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to complete the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumsiances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paral-
leled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation. He bas comstrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the bigh Seas to
bear Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands. He bas excited domestic insus-
rections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inbabitants of our fromtiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished
destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. In every siage of these Oppressions We bave Pelitioned for Redress in the most bumble terms. Our repeated Petitions bave
been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. Nor
have We been wanting in attention to our Brittish brethren. We bave warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarraniable jurisdiction
over us. We bave reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and seftlement bere. We bave appealed to their native fustice and magnanimity, and we bave con-
jured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would imevitably interrupt our conmections and correspondence. They too bave been
deaf to the voice of justice and of comsanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity which denounces our Separation, and bold them, as we bold the rest of
mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

WE. THEREFORE, the Representatives of the UNITED STATES of AMERICA, in Gemeral Comgress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the
world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies
are, and of Right ought to be, FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political comnection be-
between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they bave full Power to levy War. conclude Peace,
contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which INDEPENDENT States may of right do. AND for the support of this Declaration, with
a firm reliance on the proteciion of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.
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The Constitution

0 CXS
Q of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure do-
mesfic Tranquifity, pro Jo ré common Befefice, pipfote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain

and establish this CONSTITUTION for the United Stafes of America,

sl

SECTION 1. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives.

SECTION 2. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in
each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature.

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not bave attained to the Age of twenty-five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States,
and who shall not, when elected, be an Inbabitant of that State in which be shall be chosen.

[Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be included within this Union, according to their respective
Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians
not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons.| The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States,
and within every subseguent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty
Thousand, but each State shall bave at Least one Representative; and until such enumeraiion shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to
chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rbode-1sland and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware
one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three.

When vacancies bappen in the Representation from any State, the Executive Autbority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies.

The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and shall bave the sole Power of Impeachment.

SECTION 3. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each
Senator shall have one Vote.

Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats
of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third
Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one-third may be chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or otherwise, during the
Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill
such Vacancies.

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall
not, when elected, be an Inbabitant of that State for which be shall be chosen.

The Vice President of the United States shall be P resident of the Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally divided.

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the absence of the Vice President, or uwben be shall exercise the Office
of President of the United States.

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of
tbe United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present.

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, and disqualification to bold and enjoy any Office of bonor, Trust
or Profit under the United States: but the Parly convicted skall nevertheless be liable and subject to Indiciment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to
Law.

SECTION 4. The Times, Places and Manner of bolding Elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature there-
of; but the Congress may at amy time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except as to the Place of Chusing Senators.

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by Law appoint
a different Day.

SECTION 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its own Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a Quorum
to do Business; but a smaller number may adjoumn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the Altendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under
such Penalties as each House may provide.

Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members for disorderly Bebavior, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a
Member.

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and [rom time to time publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment require Se-
crecy: and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House on any gquestion shall, at the Desire of one [ifth of those Present, be entered on the Journal.

Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that
in which the two Houses shall be sitiing.

SECTION 6. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the
United States. They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of their
respective Houses, and in going to and retumning [rom the same; and jor any Speech or Debate in either House, they shall not be gquestioned in any other Place.

Neo Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which be was elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States,
which shall bave been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased during such time; and no Person holding any Office under the United States,
shall be a Member of either House during bis Continuance in Office.

SECTION 7. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives;
Bills.

but the Senate may propose or concur with Amendments as on other

Every Bill which shall bave passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, beforeit become a Law, be presented to the President of the
United States; If be approve be shall sign it, but if not be shall retumn it, with bis Objections to that House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the
Objections atlarge on their joumal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be
sent, together with the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it shall become a
Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be determined by Yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall
be entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall bave
been presented to bim, the ‘Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if be had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in which
Case it shall not be a Law.

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote fo which the Concurrence of the Senate and House of Representatives may be necessary (except on a question of Ad-
journment) shall be presented to the President of the United States; and before the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by bim,
shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, according to the Rules and Limilations prescribed in the Case of a Bi:ll.

SECTION 8. The Congress shall bave Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide Jor the common Defence
and general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States;

To borrow money on the credit of the United States;

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes;

To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States;

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures;

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the United States;

To establish Post Offices and post Roads;

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times o Authors and In

ventors the exclusive Right to their respective
Writings and Discoveries; -




The Constitution

9& g/ Q of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure do-
mesftic Tranquity, for't 2

common Defefice, te the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain
and establish this CONSTITUTION for the United Stafes of America,

SECTION 1. All legislative Powers berein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Repre-
senlatives.

SECTION 2. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in
each State shall bave the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature.

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not bave attained to the Age of twenty-five Years, and been sever Years a Citizen of the United States,
and who shall not, when elected, be an Inbabitant of that State in which be shall be chosen.

[Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be included within this Union, according lo their respective
Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole Number of [ree Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians
not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons.] The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years after the [irst Meeting of the Congress of the United States,
and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty
Thousand, but each State shall bave at Least one Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to
chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rbode-Island and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, Neu-York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware
one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina [ive, and Georgia three.

When vacancies bappen in the Representation from any State, the Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies.

The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and shall bave the sole Power of Impeachment.

SECTION 3. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each
Senator shall have one Vote.

Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the [irst Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats
of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third
Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one-third may be chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies bappen by Resignation, or otherwise, during the
Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill
such Vacancies.

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not bave attained to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall
not, when elected, be an Inbabitant of that State for which be shall be chosen.

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally divided.

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the absence of the Vice President, or when be shall exercise the Office
of President of the United States.

The Senate shall bave the sole Power to try all Impeackments. When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of
the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present.

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust
or Profit under the United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to
Law.

SECTION 4. The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature there-
of; but the Congress may al any time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except as to the Place of Chusing Senators.

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by Law appoint
a different Day.

SECTION 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Retums and Qualifications of its oun Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a Quorum
to do Business; but a smaller number may adjoumn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under
such Penalties as each House may provide.

Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members for disorderly Bebavior, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a
Member.

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to time publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment require Se-
crecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House on any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, be entered on the Journal.

Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that
in which the two Houses shall be sitting.

SECTION 6. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the
United States. They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged [rom Arrest during their Attendance ai the Session of their
respective Houses, and in going to and returning from the same; and for any Speech or Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any other Place.

No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time jor which be was elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States,
which shall bave been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased during such time; and no Person bolding any Office under the Urited Stales,
shall be a Member of either House during bis Continuance in Office.

SECTION 7. All Bills jor raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with Amendments as on other
Bills.

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, beforeit become a Law, be presented to the President of the
United States; If be approve be shall sign it, but if not he shall retum i, with bis Objections to that House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the
Objections atlarge on their journal, and proceed to reconsider il. If after such Reconsideration two thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be
sent, together with the Objections, to the other House, by whick it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it shall become a
Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be determined by Yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall
be entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be retuned by the President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have
been presented to bim, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he bad signed i1, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in which
Case it shall not be a Law.

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and House of Representatives may be necessary (except on a question of Ad-
journment) shall be presented o the President of the United States; and before the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by bim, or being disapproved by him,
shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, according to the Rules and Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill.

SECTION 8. The Congress shall bhave Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defence
and general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States;

To borrow money on the credit of the United States;

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes;

To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States;

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures;

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the United States;

To establish Post Offices and post Roads;

To promole the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective
Writings and Discoveries;




To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court;

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and Offenses against the Law of Nations;

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules conceming Captures on Land and Water;

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a longer Term than two Years;

To provide and mainiain a Navy;

To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces;

To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions;

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the Militia, and for governing such Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the United
States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed by
Congress:

. To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of particular States,
and the acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Govemnment of the United States, and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent
of the Legislature of the State in which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful Buildings; — And

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper [or carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution
in the Government of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof.

SECTION 9. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be probibited by the Congress
prior to the Year one thousand eight bundred and eight, but a tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person.

The privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it.

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.

No capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Census or Enumeration herein before directed to be taken.

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State.

No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of one State over those of another: nor shall Vessels bound to, or
from, one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties in another. ‘

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriations made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the Receipts and
Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from time to time.

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person bolding any Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of
the Congress, accept of any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State.

SECTION 10. No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make
any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation of Contracts, or
grant any Title of Nobility.

No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties on Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for ex-
ecuting its inspection Laws; and the net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the
United States; and all such Laws shall be subject to the Revision and Control of the Congress.

No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or
Compact with-another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger as will not admit of delay.
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SECTION 1. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. He shall hold bis Office during the Term of four Years, and,
together with the Vice-President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Repre-
sentatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or Person bolding an Office of Trust or Profit under the United
States, shall be appointed an Elector.

The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot [or two persons, of whom one at least shall not be an Inbhabitant of the same State
with themselves. And they shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for each; which List they shall sign and certify, and trans-
mit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the Presence of the
Senate and House of Representatives, oper all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be counted. The Person baving the greatest Number of Votes shall be
the President, if such Number be a Majority of the whole Number of Electors appointed; and if there be more than one who have such Majorily, and have an equal
Number of Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately chuse by Ballot one of them for President; and if no Person bhave a Majority, then from the
five bighest on the List the said House shall in like Manner chuse the President. But in chusing the President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the Represen-
tation from each State having one Vote; A quorum for this Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two-thirds of the States, and a Majority of all the
States shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after the Choice of the President, the Person having the greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be
the Vice President. But if there should remain two or more who have equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice-President.]

The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout
the United States.

No person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, al the time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office
of President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty-five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident
within the United States.

In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of bis Death, Resignation, or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the
same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Removal, Death, Resignation or Inability, both of the President
and Vice President, declaring what Officer shall then act as President, and such Officer shall act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a President
shall be elected.

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for bis Setvices, a Compensation, which shall neither be encreased nor diminished during the Period for
which be shall bave been elected, and be shall not receive within that Period any other Emolument from the United States, or any of them.

Before be enter on the Execution of bis Office, be shall take the following Oath or Affirmation: — "l do solemnly swear (or affirm) that | will faithfully
execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States."’
SECTION 2. The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the several States, when called into
the actual Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion in writing, of the principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon any subject re-
lating to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall bave Power to Grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offenses against the United States, except in Cases .
of Impeachment. :

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, provided two-thirds of the Senators present concur; and be
shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme
Court, and all other Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by Law; but the

Congress may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of De-
partments. ‘

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may bhappen during the Recess of the Senate, by gmnEng Commissions which shall expire
at the End of their next Session.

SECTION 3. He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he
shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them,
with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers;
be shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the Officers of the United States.

SECTION 4. The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the United States, shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of,
Treason, Bribery, or other bigh Crimes and Misdemeanors.

SECTION 1. The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in oné sipremé Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to

time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Bebaviour, and shall, at stated Times, re-
ceive for their Services a Compensation which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office.




SECTION 2. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United Siates, and Treaties
made, or which shall be made, under their Authority; — to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls;——to all Cases of admiralty and
maritime Jurisdiction; —to Controversies to which the United Stales shall be a Party; —to Controversies between two or more States; —between a State and
Citizens of another State; —between Citizens of different States; —between Citizens of the same State claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and be-
tween a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects.

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other Public Ministers and Consuls, and those in which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have original
Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before mentioned, the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and
under such Regulations as the Congress shall make.

The trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and such Trial shall be beld in the State where the said Crimes shall bhave been
committed: but when not committed within any State, the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the Congress may by Law have directed.

SECTION 3. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying War against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort.
No Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court.
The Congress shall bave power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except

during the Life of the Person attainted. A~ ;

SECTION 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State. And the Congress
may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be proved, and the E({fect thereof.
SECTION 2. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and lmmunities of Citizens in the several States.

A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who shall flee from Justice, and be found in another State, shall on demand of the
executive Authority of the State from which be fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime.

No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein,
be discharged [rom such Service or Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or Labour may be due.
SECTION 3. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other State;
nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more States, or parts of States, without the Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the
Congress.

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the
United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United States, or of any particular State.
SECTION 4. The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them against Invasion;
and on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic Violence.

Hshicls v

The Congress, whenever two-thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the
Legislatures of two-thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Pur-
poses, as part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three-fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three-fourths thereof, as the one
or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; Provided that no Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight hundred
and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no State, without its Consent, shall be deprived

of its equal Suffrage in the Senate. A~ gy

All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoplion of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under this Con-
stitution, as under the Confederation.

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the
Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws
of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding.

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of
the United States and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a
Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States,

T’\” o v

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States shall be sufficient for the Establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the Same.

in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States present the Seventeenth Day o/ September in the Year of our Lord one thousand
seven bundred and Eighty seven and of the Independence of the United States of America the Twelfth. In Witness whereof We have bereunto subscribed
our Names.
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T b e Comventions of a number of the States baving, at the time of their adopting the Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to
prevent miscomstruction or abuse of iis powers, that further declaratory and restrictive clauses should be added: And as extending the ground of public confidence in
the Government, will best insure the beneficent ends of its institution:

Resolved, by the SENATE and HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES of the UNITED STATES of AMERICA in Congress assembled,
two thirds of both Houses comcurring. That the following Articles be proposed to the Legislatures of the several States, as Amendments to the Constitution of the United
States; all, or any of which articles, when ratified by three fourths of the said Legislatures, to be valid to all intents and purposes, as part of the said Constitution, viz.

Articles inaddition to, and Amendment of the Constitution of the United Siates of America, proposed by Congress, and ratified
by the Legislatures of the several States, pursuant to the fifth Asticle of the Original Constitution.

Article the first ...... After the first enumeration required by the first Asticle of the Constitution, there shall be one Representative for every thirty thousand, until the
number shall amount to one bundsed, after which, the proportion shall be so regulated by Congress, that there shall be not less than one bundred
Representatives, nor less than one Representative for every forty thousand persons, until the number of Representatives shall amount to two
bundred, after which, the proportion shall be so regulated by Congress, that there shall not be less than two bundred Representatives, nor more
than one Representative for every fifty thousand persons. [Not Rati/ied]

Article the second .... No law, varying the compensation for the services of the Semators and Representatives, shall take effect, until ar election of Representatives
shall bave intervened. [Nol Rati/ied]

Article the third ....... Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or probibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech,
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Article the fourth ..... A well regulated Militia, being mecessary to the security of a free Siate, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

Article the fifth ....... No Soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house, without the comsent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be pre-
scribed by law.

Article the sixth ...... The right of the people to be secure in their persons, bouses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be

violated, and no Warrants shall issue but upon probable cause, supporied by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be
searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

Article the seventh ... No person shall be beld to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presenimeni or indiciment of a grand jury, except in
cases arising in the land or Naval forces, or in the Militia, when in aciual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall amy person be
subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case, to be a witness against
bimself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; mor shall private property be taken for public use without just
compensation.

Article the eighth ..... In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right io a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury of the Siate and district wherein
the crime shall bave been committed, which district shall bave been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause
of the accusation; to be confronted with the wilnesses against bim; io bave compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in bis favor, and to
bave the assistance of counsel for bis defence.

Article the ninth ...... In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no /act,)
tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.

Article the tenth ...... Excessive bail shall sot be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

Article the eleventh .. The enumeration in the Conslitution, of certain rights, shall not be comstrued to demy or disparage others retained by the people.

Article the twelfth .... The powers not delegated to the United States by the Comstitution, nor probibited by it io the States, are reserved to the Siates respectively, or

to the people.
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F ELLOW-CITIZENS of the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives . . . At the proposal of the Russian Imperial
Government, made through the minister of the Emperor re-
siding here, a full power and instructions have been trans-
mitted to the minister of the United States at St. Petersburg
to arrange by amicable negotiations the respective rights and
interests of the two nations on the northwest coast of this
continent. A similar proposal had been made by His Imperial
Majesty to the government of Great Britain, which has like-
wise been acceded to. The government of the United States
has been desirous, by this friendly proceeding, of manifesting
the great value which they have invariably attached to the
friendship of the Emperor and their solicitude to cultivate
the best understanding with his government, In the discussions
to which this interest has given rise and in the arrangements
by which they may terminate, the occasion has been judged
proper for asserting, as a principle in which the rights and
interests of the United States are invelved, that the American
continents, by the free and independent condition which they
have assumed and maintain, are henceforth not to be con-
sidered as subjects for future colonization by any European
powers . . . .

It was stated at the commencement of the last session
that a great effort was then making in Spain and Portugal
to improve the condition of the peaple of those countries, and
that it appeared to be conducted with extraordinary modera-
tion. It need searcely be remarked that the result has been
so far very different from what was then anticipated.

Of events in that quarter of the globe, with which we
have so much intercourse and from which we derive our
origin, we have always been anxious and interested spectators.
The citizens of the United States cherish sentiments the most
friendly in favor of the liberty and happiness of their fellow-
men on that side of the Atlantic. In the wars of the European
powers in matters relating to themselves we have never taken
any part, nor does it comport with our policy so to do. It is
only when our rights are invaded or seriously menaced that
we resent injuries or make preparation for our defense.

With the movements in this hemisphere we are of neces-
sity more immediately connected, and by causes which must
be obvious to all enlightened and impartial observers. The
political system of the allied powers is essentially different
in this respect from that of America. This difference proceeds
from that which exists in their respective governments; and
to the defense of our own, which has been achieved by the
loss of so much blood and treasure, and matured by the
wisdom of their most enlightened citizens, and under which
we have enjoyed unexampled felicity, this whole nation is
devoted.

We owe it, therefore, to candor and to the amicable re-

The Monroe Doctrine
December 2, 1823

lations existing between the United States and those powers
to declare that we should consider any attempt on their part
to extend their system to any portion of this hemisphere as
dangerous to our peace and safety. With the existing colonies
or dependencies of any European power we have not inter-
fered and shall not interfere. But with the governments who
have declared their independence and maintained it, and
whose independence we have, on great consideration and on
just principles, acknowledged, we could not view any inter-
position for the purpose of oppressing them, or controlling
in any other manner their destiny, by any European power
in any other light than as the manifestation of an unfriendly
disposition toward the United States. In the war between these
new governments and Spain we declared our neutrality at
the time of their recognition, and to this we have adhered,
and shall continue to adhere, provided no change shall occur
which, in the judgement of the competent authorities of this
government, shall make a corresponding change on the part
of the United States indispensable to their security.

The late events in Spain and Portugal show that Europe
is still unsettled. Of this important fact no stronger proof can
be adduced than that the allied powers should have thought
it proper, on any principle satisfactory to themselves, to have
interposed by force in the internal concerns of Spain. To
what extent such interpositions may be carried, on the same
principle, is a question in which all independent powers
whose governments differ from theirs are interested, even
those most remote, and surely none more so than the United
States. Our policy in regard to Europe, which was adopted
at an early stage of the wars which have so long agitated that
quarter of the globe, nevertheless remains the same, which is,
not to interfere in the internal concerns of any of its powers;
to consider the government de facto as the legitimate govern-
ment for us; to cultivate friendly relations with it, and to
preserve those relations by a frank, firm, and manly policy,
meeting in all instances the just claims of every power,
submitting to injuries from none.

But in regard to these (the American) continents cir-
cumstances are eminently and conspicuously different. It is
impossible that the allied powers should extend their political
system to any portion of either continent without endangering
our peace and happiness; nor can anyone believe that our
southern brethren, if left to themselves, would adopt it of
their own accord. It is equally impossible, therefore, that we
should behold such interpositions in any form with indiffer-
ence. If we look to the comparative strength and resources
of Spain and those new governments, and their distance from
each other, it must be obvious that she can never subdue them.
It is still the true policy of the United States to leave the
parties to themselves, in the hope that other powers will
pursue the same course . . . .




The Gettysb Ng Address
November 19, 1863

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent,
a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men
are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation or any
nation so conceived and so dedicated, ean long endure. We are met on a great
battle-field of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a
final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live.
It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate — we can not consecrate — we
can not hallow — this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled
here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world
will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what
they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished
work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather
for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us — that from
these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave
the last full measure of devotion — that we here highly resolve that these dead
shall not have died in vain — that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth
of freedom — and that government of the people, by the people, for the people,
shall not perish from the earth.



THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O! sAy, can you see, by the dawn’s early light,

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming:
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming,

And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;

O! say, does that Star-spangled Banner still wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

On the shore, dimly seen through the mist of the deep,
Where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence reposes,
What is that which the breeze, o’er the towering steep,
As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses?
Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s first beam—
In full glory reflected, now shines on the stream;

"Tis the Star-spangled Banner, O! long may it wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.

And where is the band who so vauntingly swore
That the havoc of war and the battle’s confusion
A home and a country would leave us no more?
Their blood has washed out their foul footsteps’ pollution.
No refuge could save the hireling and slave.
From the terror of flight or the gloom of the grave!

And the Star-spangled Banner in triumph doth wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.

O! thus be it ever when freemen shall stand

Between their loved homes and the foe’s desolation;
Bless’d with victory and peace, may our Heaven-rescued land

Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation.
Then conquer we must, for our cause it is just—

And this be our motto—"In God is our trust!”

And the Star-spangled Banner in triumph shall wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.

Francis Scorr KEy




THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

“1 pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of America and to the Republic for which
it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with
Liberty and Justice for all.”

The Foundation'’s Credo which appears on the back cover of this collection, is now posted on over 100,000 classroom
walls and has been reprinsted over one billion times in the past fifteen years. This Credo, written by Don Belding, Dean
of American Advertising Men, was first printed in Reader’s Digest in 1948 and now has the approval of over 250 State
Supreme Court Justices.as the best statement of principles of our American W ay of Life and explanation of owr Bill of Righis.

published by: The Liberty Collection Group, William G. Spencer, President— 1608 North Argyle Avenue, Los Angeles, California.




THE AMERICAN WAY OF LLIFE

POLITICAL AND
"ECONOMIC RIGHTS

WHICH PROTECT THE DIGNITY AND
FREEDOM OF THE INDIVIDUAL

* RIGHT TO WORSHIP GOD IN * RIGHT TO WORK IN
ONE'S OWN WAY. CALLINGS AND LOCALITIES
» RIGHT TO FREE SPEECH AND OF OUR CHOICE

PRESS. # RIGHT TO BARGAIN WITH

* RIGHT TO PEACEABLY ASSEMBLE OUR EMPLOYERS AND
# RIGHT TO PETITION FOR EMPLOYEES.
REDRESS OF GRIEVANCES.
» RIGHT TO PRIVACY IN OUR gRIGHITSSSUID
HOMES. BUSINESS, COMPETE,
« RIGHT OF HABEAS CORPUS MAKE £ EROET.
—NO EXCESSIVE BAIL. # RIGHT TO BARGAIN FOR
# RIGHT TO TRIAL BY JURY~ GOODS AND SERVICES IN
INNOCENT UNTIL PROVED A FREE MARKET. e
GUILTY. * RIGHT TO CONTRACT ABOUT
LEE RS * RIGHT TO MOVE ABOUT OUR AFFAIRS.
e T ah FREELY AT HOME AND -
e : Ao * RIGHT TO THE SERVICE OF
» RIGHT TO OWN PRIVATE EOUTINIANT A3 &
PROPERTY. : PROTECTOR AND REFEREE.
* RIGHT TO FREE ELECTIONS * RIGHT TO FREEDOM FROM
s e AND PERSONAL SECRET ARBITRARY GOVERNMENT
B - BALLOT. : REGULATION AND CONTROL.

CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT

DESIGNED TO SERYE THE PEOPLE

10 PERSONMLY UNDERSTAND AND MAINTAIN THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE, TO HUNOR IT BY HIS OWN EXEMPLARY
CONDUCT, AND TO PASS IT INTACT TO SUCCEEDING GENERATIONS IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EVERY TRUE AMERICAN.

FREEDOMS FOUNDATION AT VALLEY FORGE
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